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Deal- M\ DOllCIl  

C)n A t i p h t  7, 20Oj. Atitlrcw G Selos of Fox Enlrrtaiiimciit Group, l i ic  , 
IRon Wl i rz ler  (11 1:ox I:iitcrtaiiiiiiciit Group, l i ic  , 2nd Rick Laiic of the News Corpoiation iiici 
with St;icy Robiii\on of ~ 'ontni issioner Katli lccii Abern;itIiy's office to discuss t l ie Broadcast 
\.lag and plug ani1 Play piocccilings and ( l ie  imlxict that these proceedings wil l  have oii the 
nbllity oflhc cotitciit ai id t l is t i  ihutioii cotnmtii l i t icr to prolect content against piracy as well 
a h  to d ~ c l ~ ~ p  IICW and i i i i iuvnti\'c cniisuiiirr trteiidly business inodcls 

Spcctticnlly, we  Lkttcd oiir suppot1 Tor the TCC moving forward with tlie Plug and 
Play rule atid h i t  our tccointncnhlioiis wil l iiot hinder [lie ability of i l ie consunicr 
electronics induirty to hriiig dcviccs to market i n  n timely tnaniicr We  discusscd our 
coiiccriis wsilli Tcderally iniaiid:itcd encoding rules aiid tlie impact such rules would l iave on 
fiiriirc h i i s i n c s  i i i o d e l y  oflhc cable and satellite i i idui t r ies 

111 addil ioi i ,  we e x l i r c < w I  our coticei i i  tliat evcn fcderdlly mandated encodtiig rules 
wolild Ihecoi1ie tiloot ~f tlic Comml i~ io t i  did not xldres\ two spccific aspects of tlie Plug aiid 
IWny C I ~ C I  

r l k i i v r  ; ~ n d  tictirrnl i i iccIi:iti i\i i i w i t h i t i  the ri l le to take into account a comproiiiiscd digital 
outpiit, ~ l i c i i  the cticodiiig I t i les :ire iiicntiiiigles, a, it /practical inatter and the contcii l  a n d  
distl-iburion coi i i t i i t i i i i t ieb \ w i l d  lose tlie i ihtl i ly Io prokct their products a n d  services over 

cotileiit 1pro\ idel, t o  i i iovc nw;ty fiom cable a i d  look to other secure dtstributioth platfortns, 
SIICII as the Intct i iet  or pre-iccordcd foritiaih, to deliver high value cotiteiii to CoiisLitiiers as 
tlicy dc:velop i i a v  business inoticlc, Second, lhigli delinit ion analog outputs rcpresctii as 
tmucli of 21 r h e a t  to the lit-otectioii o f c o t i t e i i t  and fiittirc bu\iness imc&ls as does a 

Flrst the ru le  iiiw,l deal wid1 compioiiiised digital outputs I f t l i c te  15 no 

~ l i c  cable pl;itfoi ti1 [hi:. u.ot~ld l i m  a negative impact oti coiisiiiiier choice by forcing 



c u i i i ~ ~ i m i i i i x d  digital oulpiit 'Therefore, tlic FCC should address as part of [lie Plug and Play 
agieci i iei i t  t l ic inabil ity ofhigl i  definit ion analog oulputs to protecl any forin o f  digital 
coiiteiit 

I'iiially. \vc \lared that (lie Uroadcnst Flag procccdiiig must be part of, or iiiove 111 
l;iiideiii with, IIic Plug aiid Play Iirocceding If the plug aiid play deal becoincs the law of the 
Imd. Ilic m i w i i c r  cIccLioiiics industry w i l l  begiii to build devices that  liave both Plug and 
Play c n l ~ l r  coii ipatibil i lq aiid bui l l  iii W1.V receiveis I f  these dual products are built without 
[ l ie  abil ity IO iead aiid respond to tlic brondcast flag, the FCC w i l l  liave created an 
i i i i i~ect .s~ary Icg icy prohleiii tlint 11 may iievcr be able to  rectify This w i l l  m a k c  Cree over the 
a i I  11.1 V 'I sccmil-class dclivery i i iccl ianisin and potentially cripple the future o f  DTV 

I'tiiriu:1iiL IO Scctioii I I206(b) o t t l ie  Cominiwioii's Ruler. a n  origiiial aiid two copies 
of t l i is  l c ~ t e r  :IIC bci i iz wh i i i i l t e t l  to tlie Secretary's Ol7ice Copies arc also bcii ig piovided to 
~Iio\e :it thc FCC' wl io altendctl the ineetiiig 

I t '  niiy qwssLioii\ rhould x i s t :  cui~ccimiiig this iiiatler, kindly contact tlie iindersigncd 

Rick Lane 


